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New gym officially opened

By LYNDA VAN KEMPEN

DUNSTAN High School was a
proneer in autdoor education and
a new 223 million mmnasivm
facility would give its pupils o
chante to shine at indoor sports
as well, Minister of Education
Anne Tolley said yesterday

Mrs Tolley, who is belleved to
b the first Minister of Education
to wisit the school in its 48-year
history, officially opened the
building vesterday aftermoon

The L300sg m complex
in¢ludes a sporis floor, changing
rooms and two classreoms and il
eonstruction began twa years ago,
when former principal Dave
Smyih was still af the helm of the
sehool. Mr Smyth stepped down
from teaching last year afler 33
wiears at Dunstan, the last 10 ax
principal

*This has ben a journey, but
we're thrilled with the result,” he
sand

The schaenl had never had its
own Evmnasium and instead used
Molvneux Siadium, which was
located in Molyneux Park, near
Lhi: sehodal

Mr Smyth said there had been a
ﬁun';.' ol I'.'|||i.|.|‘:|i|1|.1 aclivity at the
srhool in the past five years, after
about 25 wears with no new
buildings,. A whare amd &
performing aris suite had been
conslmicted and Uhe library had
Just been transformed into a new
administration block.

The Ministry of Edueation pro-
vided Mnding for the new gym-
nasium, through two grants

“It's in an ideal place and will
bring people back into the main
area of the school,™ he sajd.

“hur sports teams finally have
a home base, Heing a rmaral

)

Doing the honours . . .

Minister of Education Anne Tolley (leit) officially opened the 52,3 million Dunstan High

School gymnasium yesterday. She is pictured after the ceremony with prineipal Bront Russall, basrd of

trustess deputy chalrewoman Jenet Lucas and former principal Dave Smyth.

school, we travel a lot for sport
and now we have somewhere to
host travelling teams when they
come to us”™

The facility would add to the
variety of opporiunities the
gehool could offer to the com
munity and to voung people.

Principal Brent Russell sald
board ehairman Grant Camphell

and Mr Smyth were the main
drivers of the project and it had
been an immense task.

Mrs Tolley said the new build-
ing was a modern and practical
facility,

Il has been designed for and
caters for learning, not just
functionality,™

Iunstan had 5 reputation as a
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ploneer in the feld of outdoor
cducation and the list of success-
ful sporizspeople Meom the school

wore all invelved in “outdoeor”
EpOrts.
The gympnasium would help

foster indoor sports so Dunstan

pupils could alzse make their

mark in those codes, she said,
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